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Session 1:  The Nature of “Faith”



“Faith is an evil precisely because it requires no 
justification and brooks no argument.”

~ Richard Dawkins, from The God Delusion

“There are those who scoff at the schoolboy, calling 
him frivolous and shallow. Yet it was the schoolboy 

who said, ‘Faith is believing what you know ain’t so’.”

~ Mark Twain, from Following the Equator

What “Faith” Is Not



What “Faith” Is Not

Faith is not a non-rational “leap” to accepting or acting on a 
belief or set of beliefs, for no reasons at all. 

Faith is not your contribution to God’s salvation, nor the 
spiritual-psychological “key” to health and prosperity. 

Faith is not optimistic belief in the benevolence or good will of 
the universe. 



What “Faith” Is Not

Faith is not merely cognitive assent to information provided 
through a message, conversation, sermon, or text (even if the 
information is true). 

Faith is not passive acquiescence to a community’s creed, 
tradition, or founding “faith statement”. 

Faith is not merely an emotional response to information 
provided through a message, conversation, sermon, or text 
(even if the information is true & cognitively assented to).



The Analysis of Faith

Faith, considered in its complete and complex 
nature, is not restricted to “religious” contexts. 

Everyone, everywhere, and at all times lives 
life “sub specie fides” – under the aspect of 
faith. Fully human life and flourishing is not 

possible without faith.



The Analysis of Faith

Faith is an integral aspect of the undivided and
irreducible human psyche (soul), as are reason, and 

will. We can feel these things as divided and 
opposed, and we can name “faith”, “reason”, and 

“will”, as separate and distinct for purposes of 
analysis and understanding; but the human soul is 

one; an integrated whole.



The Analysis of Faith

Rudimentary or primal faith
Relational faith
Religious or worldview faith
Saving faith or faith that makes righteous



Primal faith is that faculty by which we transcend our inner subjectivity 
and grasp external reality.

To grasp external reality, we must have faith or trust that (among 
other things):

 Our sensory experience is caused by external reality.
 Causation itself is a real phenomenon.
 Our memories are of real past events.
 Other human beings have minds directly analogous to ours.

This is so because these things cannot be known with absolute empirical
or rational certainty. But we do, in fact, know these things, through faith 
& commitment.

Rudimentary or primal faith



Rudimentary or primal faith
There is always an existential “gap” between the knowing 
subject (us) and that which is known (external reality). This gap 
is crossed through a personal trust or commitment—a primal 
“faith”—that we exercise even when we are unaware that we 
are doing so.



the knowing 
subject

external reality

primal faith 



Relational faith
Relational faith is that basic human trust in the intentions and 
commitments of others that enables human life to transcend 
mere instinctual “survival of the fittest”.

Relational faith/trust is initially engendered in us through our 
mothers and fathers, and first caregivers. 

Relational faith is exhibited in family relationships, friendships, 
and other social contexts. This aspect of faith is clearly and 
beautifully manifested in marriage, through fidelity to wedding 
promises and commitment to the life and well-being of one’s 
spouse.





Religious or “Worldview” faith
“Religious” faith is our acceptance and trust in whatever religion, 
worldview, or personal set of beliefs and commitments that we believe 
will bring meaning, fulfillment, or salvation to our lives. 

This “faith” can be well-founded or misguided, strong or weak, coherent 
or confused, and held for good reasons or bad reasons.

All human beings who have reached the age of conceptual thought, 
including atheists, have such faith. Everyone has “a faith” or worldview 
whose content is the sum of those beliefs we regard as defining the 
nature of reality and human existence.

It is at this level of  “worldview” that we can compare the 

Christian faith with other faiths, and Jesus with other “gods”.



The Christian Faith as “Worldview” –

“The faith that was once for all delivered to the saints”

Jude 1:3, 20; Eph. 4:5; Phm. 1:6; Tit. 1:4, 13; 2 Tim. 3:8; 1 Tim. 1:2, 2:7, 4:1, 6, 6:21;  Phil. 1:25, 27; Gal. 1:23; 

The content of the gospel message of salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ is frequently referred to in the New Testament as “the faith”. The 
key components of this faith are the truths about the nature of God, the 
person and work of Jesus Christ, and the nature of humanity, particularly 
as related to our need for salvation. The gospel message is the core of an 
encompassing understanding of all reality that is embodied in and 
projected from the Bible. This understanding of reality can be called the 
Christian worldview.



Examples of worldviews

Christianity

Judaism

Hinduism

Buddhism
New Age 
religions

Marxism

Islam
Atheistic 

Materialism



This is your mind
This is your mind

on postmodernism

The “postmodern” worldview



Saving faith or faith that makes righteous

“In the gospel, a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is 
by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by 
faith’.” (Romans 1:16)

“A man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.”  
(Galatians 2:16)

“Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for 
everyone who believes.  . . . .   The word of faith we are proclaiming: That if 
you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:4, 9)



Saving faith or faith that makes righteous

Saving faith is trust in God’s forgiveness and saving grace 
provided in and through Jesus Christ. 

Faith acknowledges the truth that the gospel declares: 
that God is in Christ reconciling the world to himself, that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, and that God has raised Jesus from 
the dead. Faith places one’s hope, identity, and destiny in 
the hands of Jesus Christ.



Luther & Melancthon’s analysis of saving faith:

Notitia - knowledge

Assensus - assent

Fiducia - trust



Have you seen me fly this plane?

Do you believe I can do it again?

Will you let me fly you to your destination?

Notitia

Assensus

Fiducia


