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Pantheism (Hinduism & Buddhism), Deism, and Monistic 

Theism (Judaism & Islam), with the Christian Faith.
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Session 2: God



Larycia Hawkins, an associate 
professor of political science at 
Wheaton College, was 
suspended before Christmas by 
the private Christian school for 
declaring on her Facebook 
account, “I stand in religious 
solidarity with Muslims because 
they, like me, a Christian, are 
people of the book. And as Pope 
Francis stated last week, we 
worship the same God.”



“The college said Hawkins had been placed 
on leave ‘in response to significant 
questions regarding the theological 
implications of statements that [Hawkins] 
has made about the relationship of 
Christianity to Islam.’ In a longer follow-up 
… the college clarified that Hawkins’s views, 
‘including that Muslims and Christians 
worship the same God,’ seem to conflict 
with the school’s Statement of Faith, which 
all faculty must sign annually. The word 
‘including’ in that sentence gently raises the 
possibility there is more to this story that 
has not been made public.”

Ruth Graham, in The 
Atlantic, Dec. 17th , 2015



http://rzim.org/global-blog/do-muslims-and-christians-worship-the-same-god

http://www.catholic.com/blog/todd-aglialoro/christians-muslims-and-the-one-god

Do Christians and Muslims worship the same God?

http://rzim.org/global-blog/do-muslims-and-christians-worship-the-same-god
http://www.catholic.com/blog/todd-aglialoro/christians-muslims-and-the-one-god


The Identity & Nature of God in the 
Christian Worldview



https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/god-doctrine-of3.pdf

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/god-doctrine-of3.pdf
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Excursus:  Do Christians, Mormons, and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses worship the same 

God?



God in Judaism
The Hebrew Scriptures (OT) reveal God as the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; the “I AM”—the eternal self-
existing One (Ex. 3:14); “the LORD, the Maker of heaven 
and earth” (Ps. 121:2); the “Judge of all the earth” (Gen. 
18:25); and the “Redeemer and Holy One of Israel’ (Is. 
49:7). The Christian faith affirms all this, but insists that 
God is more fully and finally revealed in the life, death, 
resurrection, and gospel of Jesus Christ; as recorded in the 
New Testament.



God in Islam
God—Arabic ‘Allah’—is the eternal, sovereign creator of 
the world. Islam emphasizes tawhid—the  absolute 
unitary oneness of Allah:

“God is One, the Eternal God.
He begot none, nor was He begotten.
None is equal to Him.”

Quran, Sura 112:1-4



God in Islam
The Quran explicitly denies that God is a Trinity, or that 
Jesus Christ is the incarnation of God. This “monadic” 
understanding of God tends toward a characterization of 
God as transcendently distant, aloof, and unrelateable, 
despite the anthropomorphisms in the Quran, and the 
declaration that Allah is “compassionate” and “merciful”.



Excursus: Does a  “monadic” God make sense?

A “monadic” God—an absolutely unitary subsistence
(“beingness”) without any internal self-differentiation—cannot 
be conceived of as having internal self-awareness; i.e. this “God” 
would have no awareness of himself, or of his existence as God. 
Without such self-awareness we could not describe this “God” 
as a “Person” in any way whatsoever analogical with human 
personhood. In that case, it would be difficult to conceive of 
such a God as love, or even being capable of love.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTLqOh6ePGI&utm_content=buffera02ba&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&
utm_campaign=buffer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTLqOh6ePGI&utm_content=buffera02ba&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer


God in Eastern Pantheistic Monism

Pantheism is the view that  “God” is Everything and 
Everything is God. All existence is God; nothing exists that is 
not God. Monism is the view that all reality is One thing; in 
pantheism this One thing is God. There is no distinction of 
“God” and a separate created reality, as in dualism.
Pantheism is an aspect of the Advaita Vedanta interpretation 
of Hinduism. In this school of thought, the “individual” 
soul—the atman—is identical with Brahman—the One that 
is everything.



God in Eastern Pantheistic Monism

The “God” of pantheistic Hinduism is described as 
“absolute consciousness”; however, “God” in this 
view is ultimately impersonal, neither internally nor 
externally related. Advaita Vedanta Hinduism has 
influenced Western culture since the 19th century, 
and entered popular culture through the New Age 
movement beginning in the 1960s.



God in Atheistic Materialism

Atheistic materialism, like pantheism, is monistic. That 
is, all reality is all one thing. However, this one thing is 
not God, but matter (more specifically, mass-energy); 
there is no God or supernatural reality (angels, human 
souls, miracles, etc.). All things, from stones to galaxies, 
from bacteria to human beings, are solely aggregations 
of sub-atomic particles interacting in accordance with 
the forces and laws of nature.



God in the Postmodern Mindset
“Postmodernism” is not itself a distinct worldview, but a set of cultural 
assumptions and beliefs that mold and influence the contemporary 
“spirit of the age” (zeitgeist). The three most significant of these 
assumptions are the absolute autonomy of the self, the relativity of 
morality and truth, and a fixed uncertainty with respect to worldviews, 
doctrines, and belief systems. Postmodernism has affected belief about 
God in several ways.
First is the rise of an insouciant, “default” atheism. This is not a 
developed philosophical position like atheistic materialism, but a tossing 
off of belief in God as irrelevant to one’s personal happiness, 
satisfaction, or self-fulfillment.



God in the Postmodern Mindset

The second manifestation of the postmodern mindset, 
Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (MTD), was identified and 
named by researchers Christian Smith and Melinda Denton 
in their book, Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual 

Lives of American Teenagers. What Smith and Denton 
found was a form of shallow religious faith, common to 
many American adolescents, but also shared by parents 
and other adults, summarized in these beliefs: 



God in the Postmodern Mindset

1. A god exists who created and ordered the world and watches 
over human life on earth.

2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as 
taught in the Bible and by most world religions.

3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about 
oneself.

4. God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life 
except when God is needed to resolve a problem.

5. Good people go to heaven when they die.


