


Comparing the Faiths of Atheistic Materialism, 
Pantheism (Hinduism & Buddhism), Deism, and Monistic 

Theism (Judaism & Islam), with the Christian Faith.

Session 1 –The Nature of Faith
Session 2 – God 
Session 3 – Humanity
Session 4 – Jesus Christ
Session 5 – Salvation 





Session 4: Jesus Christ

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/jesus-christ-the-person-and-work-of.pdf


“Jesus and his disciples went to the 

villages around Caesarea Philippi. On 

the way he asked them,

‘Who do people say I am?’ ”

~Mark 8:27:4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMzKHFnD29E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMzKHFnD29E


Jesus in the Postmodern Mindset
Postmodernity has influenced views of Jesus Christ in different 
ways.

Among the “Nones”—those who declare no religious 
affiliation—attitudes toward Jesus often mirror the attitude they 
have toward organized religion; Jesus is irrelevant to one’s life.

For many “spiritual” Gen Xers and Millennials, Jesus is often 
taken as the “icon” of non-judgmental tolerance and love, with 
little reference to either his atoning death or other specific 
aspects of his nature, identity, and teaching . . . 



. . . and with a 
characterization of 
Jesus not based on a 
careful understanding 
of the New Testament. 



Jesus in Atheistic Materialism
Most atheists who are academics, including atheist 
historians, acknowledge the existence and basic historical 
facts about Jesus, not including, of course, his 
resurrection. Many atheists even regard Jesus as a 
significant moral teacher, while denying his status as the 
Son of God and the savior of the world.



Jesus in Atheistic Materialism

Richard Dawkins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhflPR-ck0M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhflPR-ck0M


Jesus in Atheistic Materialism

C.S. Lewis 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish 
thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept 
Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim 
to be God.’ That is the one thing we must not say. A man 
who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said 
would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a 
lunatic–on a level with the man who says he is a poached 
egg–or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make 
your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or 
else a madman or something else.“

~ from Mere Christianity



Jesus in Pantheism / New Age Belief
In New Age thought, Jesus was a spiritual teacher 
who attained, and who taught a path to, “God 
consciousness”. He is not the unique savior of 
humanity, nor the unique incarnation of God. What 
he did, we can also do, by seeking and attaining 
“God consciousness”—the awareness that we are 
One with “God”, God as understood in pantheistic 
monism.



Jesus in Pantheism / New Age Belief

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9AuOXiTImo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9AuOXiTImo


Jesus in Islam
In the Quran, Jesus is presented as prophet, who was 
born of the Virgin Mary. But he is not the Son of God, nor 
the incarnation of God. He is not the unique savior of 
humanity, he was not crucified, and he was not 
resurrected from the dead. For Muslims, Jesus’ prophetic 
status is superseded by Muhammed, who was God’s final 
prophet.



Jesus in Islam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prgwU4D0YNk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prgwU4D0YNk


Jesus in Judaism
Views of Jesus within Judaism range from some regard for 
him as a sincere, if misguided, religious reformer to 
vilification of him as delusional false prophet & 
blasphemer who led people astray. 

No branch of Judaism, of course, would consider Jesus the 
Messiah or a genuine prophet, or accept that any human 
being could be the incarnation of God.



Jesus in the Christian Worldview

Historic Christian Orthodoxy has always affirmed the 
true humanity and the true divinity of Jesus of 
Nazareth; two complete, real, and distinct natures 
“substantiated” in one person. The Nicene Creed 
(381) & the Definition of Chalcedon (451) are 
ecumenical, “catholic” statements which 
authoritatively summarize the Scriptures regarding 
the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/creeds_the-nicene-creed.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/creeds-_the-definition-of-chalcedon.pdf


Jesus in the Christian Worldview

The Scriptures also affirm:  Jesus is Israel’s true 
Messiah; He is the unique Savior of all humanity; He 
is the unique incarnation of the eternal Son of God; 
He truly died and was raised bodily from the dead; 

He is the logos, the Lord, and the Judge of all 
creation.


