


The problem of evil is a question 

brought against God by the human 

experience of pain and suffering.

The question is posed in varied 

ways, but the most succinct is 

“Why?”  Why, if God exists--if he 

cares--does he allow bad things to 

happen, even to good people? And 

not just bad things, but truly 

horrible things, like the Holocaust 

or the torture and murder of small 

children.



Evil can be defined as a privation—

absence or removal—of good or as a 

departure from the way things ought to 

be. Evil is to good as darkness is to 

light. Evil, like darkness, is real; but it 

does not have independent existence. 

Evil is often divided into two 

categories: 1) moral evil; wrong acts 

committed by moral agents, like human 

beings;  and 2) natural evil; harm and 

suffering caused by natural disasters 

such as tornados, earthquakes, and 

tsunamis.



The “problem of evil” is often 

outlined in this form:

1. A God who was all good 

would destroy evil

2. A God who was all powerful 

could destroy evil

3. Evil exists

Therefore [An all good, all 

powerful] God does not 

exist.



In answering the atheist, it first should 

be noted that saying that there is no 

God does not “solve” the problem of evil 

– it “dissolves” it. If there is no God, 

there is no objective moral value, and 

so no evil nor good, no absolute right & 

wrong, no one to say “if you do this you 

will be rewarded; but if you do that you 

will judged – here or hereafter.” If there 

is no God, whatever is, is “right”; 

whatever we choose, is “good”. If bad 

things happen to you, well, that’s just 

bad luck.



Laying out our worldview alternatives, 

we should see that the choice is this : 

Either, 1) There is a God who, for good 

reasons, allows evil – at least for now, 

or  2) There is no God and every human 

sense of moral obligation or moral 

outrage, every cry for justice, every 

hope that love will win or that the right 

will be vindicated, is nothing more than 

delusional fantasies the weak or 

misguided tell themselves for comfort. 



Answers to the Problem of Evil

There are two ways to answer or 

resolve the problem of evil:

1)rationally and 2)relationally



The Rational Answer to the 

Problem of Evil

We have seen in other investigations 

that there is good evidence that God 

exists. Can we explain the existence of 

evil, given the existence of an all-good, 

all-powerful God? We can, if we can 

successfully argue that God allows evil 

for good reasons.



The highest good is love. God is love 

and his love is expressed and shared by 

moving outward in his act of creation. 

He shares his love with human beings 

by creating us and relating to us in love. 

We, in turn, have the capacity to return 

and share in God’s love. But this 

requires that we have free will. By its 

very nature, love cannot be coerced, 

but must be willingly and freely given. 

God did not create evil. But by creating 

good and creatures with free will, he 

created the possibility of evil.



Why God allows any particular instance of 

suffering or act of evil cannot always be 

known. God desires our redemption and, like 

a physician who wants to cure a patient, God 

must sometimes do things which cause pain, 

that we do not understand at the time. The 

highest example of this was the suffering and 

death of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ crucifixion 

involved unimaginable suffering and his 

execution was itself a human act of evil. But 

from this suffering and death, God 

accomplished our redemption, which leads to 

unimaginable joy and everlasting life.



Finally, we need to say that God allows 

evil to exist in his universe for now. The 

Biblical worldview affirms that, in God’s 

timing, he will bring about a renewed 

creation from which evil and its 

consequences have been banished. 

Those who have freely chosen evil will 

receive exactly that justice that their 

actions deserve. Those who have 

suffered evil unjustly or innocently will 

receive recompense and vindication.



The Relational Answer to the 

Problem of Evil

When evil happens to us personally or 

those we care deeply about, we also 

suffer emotionally. We can experience 

deep confusion, anger, or a sense of 

abandonment. What we want and need  

in this situation are not just 

explanations, but the knowledge that 

someone cares about our hurt and that 

we have not been abandoned.



When we suffer, we want to know we 

are connected to someone who can 

both comfort us and make sense of our 

suffering. In a vital relationship with 

God, in Jesus Christ, we can know that 

we have this connection. Because God 

is our maker, he knows us intimately, 

and because Jesus has suffered for us 

and with us, we can have real comfort 

and know that our suffering is not 

meaningless.



Explanations for the Existence of Evil  

1. There is no God; both moral and natural “evil” are 

the results of evolution and strictly natural 

processes.

2. There is no evil; the distinction between 

good and evil is an illusion.

3. God’s power is limited; he cannot fully control 

nature or human actions. 

4. Human sin brought moral and natural evil into 

the world.

5. Human sin brought moral evil into the world; 

what is called natural “evil” is a necessary part 

of God’s good creation.



