
How Do We Tell Our Kids 
About Jesus?

Part 2



Session 1 - What Does It Mean To Have Faith?

Session 2 - Why Do Bad Things Happen?
(The Problem of Evil)

Session 3 - What’s the Big Deal About Sex?

(Human Sexuality & the Christian Faith)

Session 4 – What Am I Supposed to Do With My 
Life? (Career, Life Purpose, & 
Discerning God’s Will) 



Suggested reading:



How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?

1. Seeking God ourselves; believing in Jesus, 
and living out our own faith.

Hebrews 11:6
Romans 10:10
Ephesians 4:15
1 Peter 2:2



How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?

2. Parenting with love, discipline, and grace.

Proverbs 22:6
Ephesians 6:4
Colossians 3:21



How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?

3. Being prepared to answer questions.

Because our kids need to know what and why they 
believe.

Because the truth and reality of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ are disputed & challenged in the culture, 
including college.

Because we live in a culture at odds with the 
Christian worldview and values.



Session 1: What Does It Mean To Have Faith?



Clearing up some misunderstandings:

Faith is not a non-rational “leap in the dark”, for no 
reasons at all. (Acts 17:10-34; 26:24-29)

Faith is not merely an emotional response. 
(Proverbs 19:2; Romans 10:1-2)

Faith is not merely cognitive assent or “head” belief. 
(James 2:18-19)



Saving faith or faith that makes righteous

“In the gospel, a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is 
by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by 
faith’.” (Romans 1:16)

“A man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.”  
(Galatians 2:16)

“Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for 
everyone who believes.  . . . .   The word of faith we are proclaiming: That if 
you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:4, 9)



Luther & Melancthon’s analysis of saving faith:

Notitia - knowledge

Assensus - assent

Fiducia - trust



Have you seen me fly this plane?

Do you believe I can do it again?

Will you let me fly you to your destination?

Notitia

Assensus

Fiducia

(Knowledge)

(Assent)

(Trust)



Saving faith or faith that makes righteous

Saving faith is trust in God’s forgiveness and saving grace 
provided in and through Jesus Christ. 

Faith acknowledges and accepts the truth that the Gospel 
declares: that God is in Christ reconciling the world to 
himself, that Jesus Christ is Lord, and that God has raised 
Jesus from the dead. Faith places one’s hope, security, 
identity, and destiny in the hands of Jesus Christ.



J. I. Packer on What is Faith?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKA97hN9OWo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKA97hN9OWo


Faith and Works

Paul:  “Consider Abraham: ‘He believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness’.” (Galatians 3:6)  “For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 
2:8-9)

James:  “[Abraham’s] faith and his actions were working together, 
and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the Scripture 
was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God and it was credited to 
him as righteousness’ . . .   You see that a person is justified by what 
he does and not by faith alone.” (James 2:22-24)



Faith and Works

“James was combatting a superficial faith that had no 
wholesome effect in the life of the professed believer. Paul, on 
the other hand, was combatting legalism—the belief that one 
may earn saving merit before God by his good deeds.”

~ Donald Burdick, Expositor’s Bible Commentary

So, what’s up with that?

Paul is answering the question: “What saves me?”

James is answering the question: “What does faith that saves 
look like?”



Faith and Works

Taken in context, Paul expresses both aspects of faith:

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that 
no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:8-10)



Faith, Facts, and Reason
What matters is not the “amount” or strength of our faith, but 

the object of our faith, what it is that we have faith in.

D. A. Carson on the object of our faith as the ground for our 
assurance:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJRz5fLCmM8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJRz5fLCmM8


Feelings

Following

Faith

Fact

a fact is something 

that is true about 

reality, that we may 

discover and 

accept

feelings are emotional
responses to what we 

believe is true

faith and following are 

rational and volitional
responses to our 

acceptance of  the 

truth of  the gospel of  

Jesus Christ 

Faith, Facts, and Reason



Feelings

Following

Faith

Fact

Jesus Christ is the 

Risen Son of God

The Bible is True 

There is a God

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/resurrection-of-jesus-christ.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/resurrection-of-jesus-christ.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/bible-historical-reliability.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/god-arguments-for-the-existence-of.pdf

