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How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0j4iMm4yz8I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0j4iMm4yz8I


How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZb4jBE0Gr0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZb4jBE0Gr0


Welcome to the Tour!



How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?

1. Seeking God ourselves; believing in Jesus, 
and living out our own faith.

Hebrews 11:6
Romans 10:10
Ephesians 4:15
1 Peter 2:2



How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?

2. Parenting with love, discipline, and grace.

Proverbs 22:6
Ephesians 6:4
Colossians 3:21



How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?

3. Being prepared to answer questions.

Because our kids need to know what and why 
they believe.

Because the truth and reality of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ are disputed & challenged in the 
culture, including college. 



3. Being prepared to answer questions.



3. Being prepared to answer questions.



Being Prepared to Answer Questions …

About believing the gospel and having faith in Jesus 
Christ

 What do we believe; what is the content of our 
faith?: The Nicene Creed ;  The Definition of 
Chalcedon

 What does it mean to “believe” and have “faith” 
in Jesus Christ?

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/creeds-_the-definition-of-chalcedon.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/creeds-_the-definition-of-chalcedon.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/creeds_the-nicene-creed.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/creeds_the-nicene-creed.pdf


What does it mean to “believe” and have “faith” in 
Jesus Christ?

The essence of being a Christian is to have a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, the risen Son of God, through faith.

It is through Christ that we are saved by grace through faith.

Having “faith” in Christ does not mean having a set of warm feelings 
about Jesus, God, and the Church, nor merely believing certain facts to 
be true.

Faith, in the Biblical sense, is genuinely trusting someone for good 
reasons.

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/faith-reason.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/faith-reason.pdf


So, what reasons are there for anybody to have faith in Jesus?

1 Peter 3:15: “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” (NIV)

1. There is a God
2. The Bible is true
3. Jesus Christ is the risen Son of God, who died for our sins
4. The Christian worldview makes sense of the world
5. We can encounter God personally



Being Prepared to Answer Questions …

About God’s existence and nature

“We believe in one God . . . ”



How do I know God exists?
Through Personal Experience and Encounter

(Acts 17:22-28; 9:1-6)



How do I know God exists?

We can know God exists and we can know that our 
faith is real and the Gospel is true through the 
inner witness of the Holy Spirit. But to show that 
God exists & that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is true 
we need reasons, facts, evidence, arguments, etc.; 
that can be shared.



The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not just a story we tell 
ourselves for comfort, encouragement, and 
motivation. The Gospel is true and it rests on the 
bedrock of reality, and there are good reasons to 
believe and tell others—our families, our friends, 
our neighbors—that this is true.



How do I know God exists?
Through Rational Arguments for the Existence of  God:
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The Ontological Argument
The Cosmological Argument
The Teleological (Design) Argument
The Moral Argument

(Romans 1:18-20; 2:14-15)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CulBuMCLg0
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/teleological-argument-introduction.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/teleological-argument-introduction.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/moral-argument-for-gods-existence-2.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/moral-argument-for-gods-existence-2.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/cosmological-argument-for-the-existence-of-god.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/cosmological-argument-for-the-existence-of-god.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CulBuMCLg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CulBuMCLg0


Who Is God and What is He like?

“We believe in One God . . .”

The One God is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob (see Ex. 3:6,15; 4:5; 1 Ch. 29:18; 2 Ch. 30:6; Mt. 22:32; 

Acts 3:13) and the God and Father of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (see 2 Cor. 1:3; Eph. 1:3; 1 Pet. 1:3)

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/god-doctrine-of3.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/god-doctrine-of3.pdf


Who Is God and What is He like?

“We believe in One God . . .”

The One God is our Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, 
and Judge.



Who is God and What is He like?

“We believe in One God“We believe in One God, the Father, … the only Son 
… the Holy Spirit” 

 God is an eternal relationship of love, the Trinity.

 God is internally differentiated; three distinct, yet not 

separate, Persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

 Each Person of the Trinity is eternal, infinite, and fully 
shares in the “Godness” of God. 

http://betweenthetimes.com/index.php/2015/10/19/what-is-doctrine-trinity/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+BetweenTheTimes+(Between+The+Times)
http://betweenthetimes.com/index.php/2015/10/19/what-is-doctrine-trinity/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+BetweenTheTimes+(Between+The+Times)


Session 2

How Do We Tell Our Kids About Jesus?



Being Prepared to Answer Questions …

About the life, death, resurrection, 
and return of Jesus Christ 



Who is Jesus Christ and What Did He 
Do?

“We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, . . . of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made.”

Christ is the eternal Son of God; uncreated, without beginning 
or end. He shares in the divinity—the “Godness”—of the 
eternal Trinity. He is the “Logos”—the Word—of God; the 
source, with the Father & Spirit, of life and all that is created.

(John 1:1-4; Colossians 1:15-20)

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/jesus-christ-the-person-and-work-of.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/jesus-christ-the-person-and-work-of.pdf


“For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man.”

The historical Jesus is the incarnation of God the Son—God and 
man united in one person. God became human that we may be 
re-united with God: Redeemed from our sins, rescued from 
death, and joined with the fellowship of the Trinity in the 
fullness of the kingdom of God.

(John 1:10-14, 29; 6:35-51; Matthew 20:28; 1 Timothy 1:15; 
2 Peter 1:4; Revelation 21:1-4)



“For our sake he was crucified . . . He suffered 
death and was buried.”

Christ died as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. His death 
accomplished our redemption by his suffering of the penalty—
death—that was due us for our sin.

(Isaiah 53; Mark 10:45; John 1:29; Romans 3:21-26, 6:23; 1 
Timothy 1:15; Hebrews 9; 1 John 2:1-2, 4:10)



“On the third day he rose again . . . ”

The resurrection of Jesus is the core belief and 
crucial claim of the Gospel—the Good News—of 

Jesus Christ.  The apostle Paul was emphatic about 
this: “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 
useless and so is your faith. . . . And if Christ has not 
been raised your faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins. . . . But Christ has indeed been raised from the 

dead . . .” (1 Corinthians 15:14-20)



“On the third day he rose again . . . ”

How do we know that the resurrection really 
happened in history; that Jesus Christ was truly 

bodily raised from the dead?

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/resurrection-of-jesus-christ.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/resurrection-of-jesus-christ.pdf


“On the third day he rose again . . . ”
In summary:



“On the third day he rose again . . . ”
In summary:

In his exhaustive study, The Resurrection of Jesus, Michael 
Licona identifies the historical bedrock that virtually all 
serious historians—religious, secular, and atheist—agree 
on about the fate of Jesus:



“On the third day he rose again . . . ”
 Jesus died by crucifixion.
 Very shortly after Jesus’ death, the disciples had experiences 

that led them to believe and proclaim that Jesus had been 
resurrected and had appeared to them.

 Within a few years after Jesus’ death, Paul converted after 
experiencing what he interpreted as a post-resurrection 
appearance of Jesus to him.

After carefully considering alternative theories, Licona concludes 
that the best explanation for these indisputable historical facts is 
that Jesus was raised from the dead.



“On the third day he rose again . . . ”
In summary:

In chapter 18 of his exhaustive study, The Resurrection of the 
Son of God, N.T. Wright concludes that “two things … must be 
regarded as historically secure … the emptiness of the tomb and 
the meetings with the risen Jesus.” He argues that these facts 
are the “necessary” and “sufficient” conditions for the “rise of 
the early Christian belief” in the resurrection, and that the 
“blindingly obvious” best explanation for these facts is that Jesus 
was raised from the dead.



“On the third day he rose again . . . ”
In summary:

In his interviews with scholars in The Case for Christ, Lee 
Strobel identifies two direct pieces of well-attested 
“evidence” and five “circumstantial” facts that point to 
the reality of Christ’s resurrection:



“On the third day he rose again . . . ”
In summary:

Direct Evidence:
 The tomb of Jesus was empty.
 After his crucifixion Jesus appeared to his disciples alive.

Circumstantial Evidence:
 The disciples died for their belief in the resurrection.
 Conversion of James, the brother of Jesus & a skeptic, and Paul, a 

persecutor of Christians.
 Changes to key Jewish social structures.
 Communion & Baptism.
 The emergence of the Church.

http://seanmcdowell.org/blog/is-there-evidence-for-life-after-death
http://seanmcdowell.org/blog/is-there-evidence-for-life-after-death


“He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.”

At the conclusion of history, Jesus Christ will return visibly, in 
power, as the Lord of all creation. He will judge the peoples of 
the earth, and usher in the everlasting Kingdom of God.

(Isaiah 2:12, 17-18; 13:9-11; 65:17-25Matthew 24 & 25; 2 Peter 
3:10-13; Revelation 20:11-22:5)

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/last-things.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/last-things.pdf
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Being Prepared to Answer Questions …

About the truth and authority of the Bible

“ . . . in accordance with the Scriptures” 



How do we know that the Bible is historically 
reliable and that it is the Word of God?



The Bible is historically reliable:
 The available manuscripts for both the Old & New 

Testaments establish that the current text of the Bible is true 
to the original to a very high degree, with minimal 
unresolved variants.

 There are no seriously substantiated contradictions of fact in 
the Bible. Texts regarded as contradictions are typically: 1) 
Slight variations in different manuscript copies; 2) Mis-
interpretations that make the Bible seem to affirm what it 
actually does not; 3) The result of Gaps in our historical 
knowledge.



The Bible is historically reliable:
 The available archaeological & documentary evidence tends 

toward substantiating the historical reliability of Scriptural 
accounts intended as historical.

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/bible-historical-reliability.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/bible-historical-reliability.pdf


The Bible is the Word of God:
 The Bible is unique in unity, circulation, survival, influence.
 The Bible is historically reliable.
 The Bible records prophecies accurately fulfilled.
 Jesus Christ affirmed the Bible to be the Word of God.

https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/the-bible-as-the-word-of-god.pdf
https://tidesofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/the-bible-as-the-word-of-god.pdf


Being Prepared to Answer Questions …

About everything under the sun …


